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Spirit, Brahmanism and Buddhism: Cultures of Adornment
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Spirit, Brahmanism and Buddhism: Cultures of Adornment

“Talisman” or “jewellery” has existed since the pre-historic period as a result of human’s
learning to live with nature. Human turned an ‘unknown’ into ‘superstition,” something with a

power to protect, and created a harmonious living with the nature in order to thrive.

The belief in the supernatural power evolves to the respect-fear of ‘spirit” as a protector of life
and househotds.

The amval of 8uddhism, Brahman or Hinduism comes with the tradition of creating statues or
obsects for worshipping. This has changed the way of living into a ritual and disciplined one. The
purposes of the worship are to provide the sense of protection and to create good merit for

oneself 2t diferent aspects, from auspicious space, physical space and on human body.

N this prosect, there are four sets of jewellery which are created based on the traditional Thai
Delets. £ach piece of jewellery reflects the connection between an object and rituals behind it. It

250 portrays how religion has always played a role in Thai culture and the relationship between
hestory and contemporary life.

The first set of jewellery demonstrates the relationship between human body and human

mstinct. It is an act of worshipping the body and raw emotions though the size and volume in
order to reflect the fear, desperation and belief inside.

“a

Through the influence from Indian culture, Thai culture received the concepts of gods,
personification, social classes, and the ideas of ‘good’ and ‘bad.” These concepts were formed as
a way to provide human instinct a moral and ethical thinking frame. The second set of jewellery

interprets this connection. It is inspired by a ritual to pay respect to Khone masters. It attempts to
capture the humility and respect demonstrated through composed movements.

While the essence of Buddhism is about letting go, not collecting and non-self, the hidden value
of morality in the form of jewellery cannot be denied. The third set of jewellery hence reflects
the paradoxical idea of the perseverance to be free from the circle of life by oneself or having a

sacred object to holc:! on to. This leads to the question on physical appearance of the object
which symbolises the harmony and conflict in every human being.

The relationship between a piece of jewellery and its moral meaning has not changed much over
~ Bime as demonstrated through the last set of jewellery. It explains modern day belief of Thai

mty which reinforces the message that fear, desperation and a sense of unfulfi illing will always
Mrﬂt of human beings.
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